
Fagowees of the Month - January 2010

When writing an article to honor the Fagowee of the Month, it is always a pleasure to find the person is well
liked by so many. That is the case once again this month. Everyone I spoke with about Jay “Chip” Smith
agreed he personifies what Fagowees stand for. He is easy to like and his attitude often encourages those
around him to better things. Chip often takes a “hands on” approach and helps to make Fagowee events
succeed. He has many interests which include all the water sports, bicycling and other summer activities.
When seasons change, he enjoys the standard cold weather recreation of downhill skiing. He moves seamlessly among
the many and varied subgroups of the club. He always livens up every group he’s in. When you see Chip around it is
evident that he is comfortable with all kinds of people and he puts them at ease. I know if you take the time to say “Hi” or
congratulate him when you next see him that you’ll likely wind up having a few laughs with him. You too will realize he is
a “genuine nice guy.”

Some of Chip’s recent accomplishments include making the Ohiopyle raft trip and the Halloween
Party huge successes. For the Ohiopyle trip he helped haul all sorts of gear in his truck.  When
Shelli S. needed help he stepped up and brought many items which helped make her life easier.
All that in excess of what he and three friends needed for the trip. Made it look easy and then
really enjoyed the beautiful surroundings and the “rafting experience.” As for the Halloween Party it
was a big smash. Everyone deserves kudos for the way it came out. (Rich and Martina, Pat M.
and her sister Ann T., Mike K. and Shelli S. — all did a GREAT JOB!!!) When Mike K. and Shelli S.

were looking for help with the decorating and the last minute details, Chip was available. He volunteered for the set up and
to tear down as well. He showed up on Friday night to decorate and brought cool decorations, a casket, and
assorted…DEAD THINGS… (I don’t know but I can imagine??)  Anyone who has planned an event knows the stresses
involved, and realizes that a good crew is indispensible. Doesn’t hurt when one of the workers gives a kickass back rub
too.  (Again I don’t know…)  Point is that’s the way Chip is. Good for the hard parts and good for the enjoyment too.

He rides hard and then helps club members with their bikes after the outing. He will likely be there at the watering hole
afterwards too. Big Smile.  Just Chillin’.  Great job Chip.   Congrats on being FOM!!

What’s Your Summer Activity?

Hello Fagowees!

Have you ever driven over I-90 or been looking out at the river in the summer and wondered who those crazy people were in the
skinny boats?  Or maybe you’ve wondered how you could get involved?  We are the rowers and we think we have one of the best
views of the city!  Our group is made up of approximately 800 rowers of all ages including high school, college and adults and we
row on the Cuyahoga River between March and November.  Cleveland Rowing Foundation (CRF) is the umbrella organization that
oversees all of the rowers in Cleveland and operates the only boathouse in Northeast Ohio.  Eight high school and collegiate
crews row under the CRF umbrella, as well as the Western Reserve Rowing Association (WRRA) adult program, which offers the
Summer Rowing League program.

The Summer Rowing League offers a fun way for adults to experience the Cuyahoga River.  Rowers can sign up individually or as a
group.  We provide all of the equipment and coaching; you provide the enthusiasm!  Crews row once a week during a 15-week
season, and head to head along the mighty Cuyahoga during two fun-filled races during the season.   Another great way to
experience rowing and see if you like it is to sign up for a Learn to Row session (typically held in April and August).  For more
information, visit www.WRRA.cc.

Our latest initiative has been a search for new space as we anticipate we will be asked to relocate from our current boathouse
located at 1948 Carter Road.  After months of searching, we’ve identified the perfect spot to help us achieve our vision.  This
recreation venue, called Rivergate Park, has 1,100 feet of access along the banks of the Cuyahoga River.  It will be developed for
rowing and other outdoor sports such as biking, kayaking, dragon boats and parkland for the public to enjoy.  This exciting project
will complement and enhance surrounding public spaces such as Canal Basin Park, the Towpath Trail and a proposed state-of-
the-art skateboard park, and could be the catalyst to rebuild the Flats.  Help us revitalize Cleveland!  For more information, or to
donate to our campaign, visit: http://clevelandrows.org/rivergate_park.php.

CRF also has many fun events during our off-season including Guest Bartender nights or Rower nights at area bars and restau-
rants.  CRF’s annual fundraiser, the Bow Ball will be held on January 29, 2010, at Trinity Cathedral.  This cocktail party will have
food, drink, music and a silent auction.  For more information, visit www.clevelandrows.org/bowball.

If you want to learn more about the Cleveland Rowing Foundation, visit our website (www.clevelandrows.org), or follow us on
Facebook or Twitter.  Also, watch for an upcoming joint happy hour in February with the Fagowees.

We’d love to see you down at our docks!  May you have much snow and a great ski season.




